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Annual bluegrass in winter dormant bermudagrass in Blacksburg, VA. Photo by Shawn

Askew, Virginia Tech.



Controlling annual bluegrass (Poa annua L.) in desirable turfgrass species often relies

heavily on herbicide use. As a result, increasing populations of herbicide‐resistant

annual bluegrass have become a concern. In 2018, a university research and extension

initiative began to address the increasing herbicide‐resistant annual bluegrass

epidemic, aiming to evaluate the extent of herbicide resistance, investigate resistance

mechanisms, and develop innovative management options. Including all of these

components when designing extension materials is a substantial task.

Researchers involved with this initiative presented preliminary findings to golf course

employees at the 2022 Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

Educational Conference and then administered a survey to attendees to determine

what recommendations they were most likely to use. The survey also identified

environmental zones where participants originated and what turfgrass species they

manage. Stakeholders across environments were interested in controlling annual

bluegrass with cultural practices while golf course employees in the warm‐season

turfgrass environmental zone were most interested in annual bluegrass emergence

patterns for herbicide timing.

These survey findings will assist turfgrass extension specialists and managers

interested in designing annual bluegrass management programs that match

stakeholders’ needs.
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