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Graduate Student Committee member Ana Morales-Ona leading a rapid interactive activity
at the Graduate Student Leadership Training workshop during the 2024 ASA, CSSA, and
SSSA Annual Meeting (now known as CANVAS). Photo by Daniela Orjuela-Diaz

The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Graduate Student Committee (ACS238) met throughout
2024 to plan programming and provide resources for graduate students both at
CANVAS (formerly known as the Annual Meeting) and via webinars. This article reflects
the many activities and opportunities hosted by the graduate student committee over

the past year.

Leadership training workshop

The Graduate Student Committee kicked off the CANVAS 2024 with the first-ever free
leadership training workshop. This two-hour session, titled “Graduate Student
Leadership Training: Sharpening Skills to Strengthen Your Grad School Experience and
Beyond,” was designed to help graduate students build and/or enhance leadership
skills crucial for success in graduate school and early in one’s career. The leadership
training workshop began with a panel discussion revolving around two key topics:
leadership skills and conflict management. The panelists from diverse work
experiences and backgrounds engaged in interactive dialogue with graduate student
attendees and provided valuable insights based on their lived experience in their
careers. The remaining 45 minutes of the leadership training was dedicated to
interactive activities with students visiting different stations covering career-essential

soft skills such as elevator pitches and conflict management. The Graduate Student



Committee would like to thank panelists Dr. Megan Bourns, Dr. Jaya Nepal, Mala
Ganiger, and Dr. Leandro Otavio Vieira-Filho for their time and perspective during the

leadership training workshop.

Networking session

In Annual Meeting tradition, the Graduate Student Networking Session was brought
back for another year to encourage graduate student peer and mentor interaction.
Sponsored by Corteva Agriscience, this year, the ACS Graduate Student Committee
collaborated with the C5 Division (Turfgrass Science) Graduate Student Committee to
invite mentors from various disciplines and career paths to engage with graduate
student mentees. After hearing from keynote speaker Dr. Chrissie Segars (Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service turfgrass specialist) and corporate sponsor Dr. Chris
Schaefer (Soybean Evaluation Zone Lead at Corteva), students and mentors
participated in an interactive “speed-date” style workshop with mentors spending 10
minutes at a table before rotating to meet new students. The last 30 minutes was
spent as a casual mixer where students and mentors could freely mingle and network.
With a packed room, the networking session was a tremendous success! The
Committee would like to thank the mentors and speakers who took the time to

connect with graduate student attendees during this event.



Graduate students chatting with mentors during the “speed-date” style interaction period at
the Graduate Student Networking Session. Photo by Dr. Megan Bourns.

Another year of growth and collaboration

As my first year on the ACS Graduate Student Committee wraps up, |
find myself reflecting on the incredible work completed and feeling
excited for what lies ahead in 2025. | want to express my sincere
gratitude to the 2024 committee members for their dedication and
hard work. Their commitment has been truly inspiring. | am thrilled to
take on the role of committee chair for 2025 and to continue working
alongside such talented and driven colleagues. | also want to
acknowledge my predecessor, Ariana Lazo, for being an exceptional
chair and for offering invaluable guidance during this transition. It has
been an honor to serve with you!



