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The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Graduate Student Committee regularly host a networking
session at the Annual Meeting to help build graduate members’ networks and networking

skills.




The ASA, CSSA, and SSSA (ACS) Graduate Student Committee aims to support
graduate members as they navigate their academic experience and promote graduate
student membership, value, and involvement in the Societies. In the past years, the
committee has been active on multiple fronts to reach its goals. Each year, during the
spring and fall semesters, we design and host a webinar series with past topics
including “Communicating Your Science 101" “Level Up Your Career: From Grad Student
to Employment,” “Navigating the Grad School Adventure,” and “Data Visualization.” The
webinars are free for graduate members, and the recordings are available on the

student pages of the Societies’ websites.1

In addition to our webinar series, we regularly host a networking session at the ACS
Annual Meeting to help build our graduate members’ networks and networking skills.
This event provides an excellent opportunity to connect graduate students and
mentors from various fields such as industry, government, and academia. Come check

it out at the meeting in Baltimore!

Additionally, we work to support students’ participation at the Annual Meeting. A 2018
SSSA member survey reported that the financial costs associated with attending the
meeting was one of the major barriers to student attendance. To help provide a
solution for our fellow graduate students, our committee created the Graduate
Student Travel Scholarship. After raising funds for several years, we were thrilled to
award the scholarship to the first 11 students last year. Currently, we are working to
make the scholarship a permanent and endowed fund. To help with this effort, you can

donate at: www.a-s-f.org/content/graduate-student-travel-scholarship/.

Finally, the ACS Graduate Student Committee helps design and host the Graduate

Student Leadership Conference (GSLC) each year at the Annual Meeting. The GSLC


https://acsess.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/csan.20834#csan20834-note-0001_note_0
http://www.a-s-f.org/content/graduate-student-travel-scholarship/

provides opportunities to develop leadership skills through dedicated sessions
including professionalism, leadership styles, communications, workplace etiquette, and
ethics. The conference is also an occasion to network with other graduate students,

Society leadership, and industry representatives.

The work done by the ACS Graduate Student Committee wouldn't be possible without
the continued efforts of our committee members, the constant support of Society
staff liaisons Susan Chapman and Brigid Moran, the Agronomic Science Foundation,

and our generous donors and sponsors.

For updates on graduate student events and opportunities, follow us on Twitter (

@ACSGradStudents) and Facebook (ACS.gradstudents) and watch your emails!


https://twitter.com/ACSGradStudents
https://www.facebook.com/ACS.gradstudents/
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Emmanuella Owusu Ansah
(@Emmanuellaosans) is a master’s
student at the University of Idaho.
Her project is
focused on
evaluating
various fertilizer
products,
application
methods, rates,
and timing on
small grains.
Emmanuella’s
research seeks to
improve soil health, crop yields, and
nitrogen use efficiency. Find out more
about her research @IDCrops.

Deepak
Ghimire (@
agrideepak093) is
a Ph.D.student at
the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.
His research
project focuses on
N management
(using different
sources, using crop sensors, and
optimizing N rates) to increase crop
yield and improve water quality in a
semi-arid environment.

Tauana
Almeida (@
TauanaAlmeidabs)
is also a Ph.D.
student at
the University
of Nebraska-
Lincoln. She
investigates
the efficiency
of cover crops under different
management systems to improve soil
health, control weeds and pests, and
increase cash crop yield.
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Dwarika
Bhattarai (@
Dwarikabh) is
pursuing his
doctorate degree
at South Dakota
State University
where he
develops carbon
and N budgets
using **C and **N natural abundance
techniques combined with microbial
community assessment, short-term
carbon mineralization, remote
sensing, and tissue and soil samples.

Mala Ganiger
(@Buckwheatgal)
is a Ph.D. student
atthe University
of North
Dakota. Her
Ph.D. research
is focused on
identifying
the genomic
regions associated with seed coat
color in common buckwheat using
genome-wide association studies
and developing a high-throughput
phenotyping approach to measure
the seed coat color.

Carlos
Bonini Pires (@
Carbpires) is a
Ph.D. candidate
at Kansas State
University. Heis
conducting state-
wide on-farm
studies to improve
soil health and
agricultural resilience. Carlos is the
founder of the Agro Connection
Podcast (@oagroconnection) and
YouTube channel, which focuses on
connecting Brazilian and American
agriculture.
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Neha
Chatterjee (@
NehaC2359) is a
Ph.D. candidate
at the University
of lllinois. Her
research involves
evaluation of the
agronomic and
environmental
impact of struvite, a waste-recovered
slow-release phosphorus fertilizer.
She uses P radioisotopes and meta-
analyses to evaluate arbuscular
mycorrhizae interaction with low-
solubility P fertilizers such as struvite
and study P nutrition and cycling in
agro-ecosystems.

Taylor
Berkshire-

Akers (@
taylorberkshire)
is a research
specialist/lab
manager with
the Institute for
Sustainability,
Energy, and
Environment

at the University of lllinois-Urbana-
Champaign. Her area of research
involves an array of soil analyses

to evaluate cover crops in different
cropping systems across Illinois.

To connect with our members or
volunteer to serve on the committee,
visit:
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+ ASA—www.agronomy.org/
membership/committees/view/
ACS238/members

.

CSSA—www.crops.org/
membership/committees/view/
ACS238/members

+ SSSA—www.soils.org/
membership/committees/view/
ACS238/members.
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