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Plot layout for the experiment with five summer crops planting at two dates within the

normal planting window and following wheat harvest. Photo courtesy of David Jordan.



One of the most important decisions a farmer must make is about planting date; it can

have a significant impact on crop yield and risk. In North Carolina, the majority of

summer crops are grown as full-season crops. The exception is double-cropping

soybean following wheat harvest. Information on the viability of double-cropping corn,

cotton, grain sorghum, or peanut after wheat is limited throughout much of the

southeastern U.S.

In a recently published Agronomy Journal study, researchers documented yields of

corn, cotton, grain sorghum, peanut, and soybean grown either as full-season crops or

following wheat harvest. Over the five-year study, yield varied across years and

planting dates for all summer crops and was often associated with weather patterns.

When considering all combinations of years and crops, financial returns using 10-year

average prices were greater for double cropping compared with full-season crop

production in only 20% of the comparisons.

In most instances, financial returns for double-cropping wheat and soybean were

equal to or greater than double-cropping wheat with the other summer crops included

in the study and carried less financial risk for the farmer. These findings may help

farmers make planting date decisions.

Dig Deeper

Hare, A.T., Jordan, D.L., Edmisten, K.L., Leon, R.G., Post, A.R., Vann, R., … & Washburn,

D. (2020). Response of agronomic crops to planting date and double-cropping

with wheat. Agronomy Journal, 112. https://doi.org/10.1002/agj2.20164

https://doi.org/10.1002/agj2.20164


More science articles

Back to issue

Back to home

Text © . The authors. CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Except where otherwise noted, images are

subject to copyright. Any reuse without express permission from the copyright owner is

prohibited.

https://www.sciencesocieties.org/publications/csa-news/science
https://www.sciencesocieties.org/publications/csa-news/2020/june
https://www.sciencesocieties.org/publications/csa-news

