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An agricultural science researcher describes a cross-sector collaboration (the Forever

Green project) at a press conference in 2019. Photo courtesy of the Land Stewardship

Project.



Authors of a recent Crop Science article argue that scientists must engage in politics of

constructive collective action to effectively meet agriculture's grand challenges in the

21st century. These challenges include increasing nutritional security worldwide,

providing climate solutions and otherwise enhancing agriculture's environmental

effects, and improving equity and justice in agricultural and food systems.

The authors outlined constructive politics that provide solutions to grand challenges

through collective action that links and leverages multiple innovations. These politics

entail (1) building bonds of affinity within heterogenous networks, (2) developing a

shared roadmap for collective action, and (3) taking sustained action together.

Agricultural scientists can help co-create these solutions by sharing their expertise

and creativity in all parts of these politics. Not all scientists must become active in

these politics, according to the authors, but the culture of agricultural science must

embrace political engagement as an integral part of the social role of science.

This political engagement will require building skills and mindsets and ongoing critical

and creative thinking about how science and politics fit together. The authors argue

that the gravity of grand challenges, such as climate change, urgently demands that

agricultural science makes a strong turn toward these constructive politics.
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